Date:

16 October 2020

Our Reference:

FOIA-2020-098

RE: Freedom of Information Act 2000 Request
I write in response to your Freedom of Information Act 2000 (or ‘FoIA 2000’) request dated 24 August
2020 in which you stated

Please could you provide with a copy of the advice/guidance given to officers on on when/if to prosecute
assisted suicide cases. Additionally Could you also provide me with details, notes of meetings where this
policy has been discussed since 1st January 2019.

When a request for information is made under FoIA 2000, a public authority has a general duty under
section 1(1) of the Act to inform an applicant whether the requested information is held. There is then a
general obligation to communicate that information to the applicant. If a public authority decides that the
information should not be disclosed because an exemption applies, it must, under section 17(1) cite the
appropriate section or exemption of the Act and provide an explanation for relying upon it.

It is important to note that a freedom of information request is not a private transaction. Both the request
itself and any information disclosed are considered suitable for open publication, that is, once access to
information is granted to one person under the legislation, it is then considered public information and
must be communicated to any individual should a request be received. In light of this, our responses and
disclosures are published on our external website at a later date.

Decision

After conducting careful searches for information relevant to your request I can confirm that there is
information held and this is has been provided to you. I have dealt with each part of your request in turn.

Please could you provide with a copy of the advice/guidance given to officers on on when/if to
prosecute assisted suicide cases

This information is held however section 21 of the FoIA 2000 is engaged as this information is
reasonably accessible by other means. The information can be accessed at the following links:

ACPO (2012) Guidelines on Dealing with Cases of Encouraging or Assisted Suicide
https://www.npcc.police.uk/2018%20FOI/Crime/124%2014%20Guidance.pdf
Authorised Professional Practice (APP) on Mental Health
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/mental-health/suicide-and-bereavement-response/
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/mental-health/suicide-and-bereavement-response/#afteran-apparent-suicide
Additionally Could you also provide me with details, notes of meetings where this policy has
been discussed since 1st January 2019.

Information is held and has been provided to you. Some of the information has been redacted as we
consider the following exemption under the Act is engaged:


Section 40(2) – Personal Information

Under section 40(2) and 40(3A) of the FoIA any information that constitutes personal data is exempt
information if it would contravene any of the data protection principles. The first data protection principle,
as set out in Article 5 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) requires that personal data
shall be ‘processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to individuals’. While we
recognise the importance in transparency, we do not have the consent of the individuals named in the
documents for their personal information to be disclosed. As such, we consider that to disclose this
indormation would contravene the first data protection principle.

Your rights are provided in Appendix A.

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Lawrence | Legal Advisor

Information Management and Legal Team
College of Policing
Email: FOI@college.pnn.police.uk
Website:

www.college.police.uk

Appendix A
Rights
If you are dissatisfied with the handling procedures or the decision of the College of Policing made under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) regarding access to information you can request that the
decision is reviewed internally.

Internal review requests should be made in writing, within forty (40) working days from the date of the
refusal notice, and addressed to: FOI team, Central House, Beckwith Knowle, Otley Road, Harrogate,
North Yorkshire, HG3 1UF or email: FOI@college.pnn.police.uk

In all possible circumstances the College of Policing will aim to respond to your request for internal review
within 20 working days.

The Information Commissioner
If, after lodging an internal review request with the College of Policing you are still dissatisfied with the
decision you may make application to the Information Commissioner for a decision on whether the request
for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their website at
https://ico.org.uk/for-the-public/official-information/.

Alternatively, write to:
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Phone: 0303 123 1113
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MEMORANDUM
To:
College of Policing

Ref:

Ext:

From:
Date:
11.05.2020
updated 7

SUBJECT:
Assisted suicide APP

Updated 7th July 2020
Introduction

On 1st February 2010 section 2 of the Suicide Act 1961 was amended by section 59 and Schedule 12 of the
Coroners and Justice Act 2009 creating the offence of assisted suicide “the act of deliberately assisting or
encouraging another person to kill themselves. The individual may not necessarily be ill or dying, but they
are wishing and consenting to ending their life.” This offence is punishable by up to 14 years
imprisonment. Matters of assisted suicide are emotive, sensitive and controversial all at the same time.
Current position
The current NPCC information for officers in relation to this matter is in the form of ACPO guidance last
issued in 2012. This is currently NPCC advice under the national NPCC Homicide working group (HWG). PCC
Martin Underhill asked the DPP to review the current law, and consider a change in the law relating to
assisted suicide. He also asked the HWG to review the advice. The review by the HWG found that the 2012
advice remains relevant however requires incorporating into APP as presented by DAC Stuart Cundy QPM
to National Crime Operations Coordination Committee (NCOCC) in November 2019. There will be no
changes made to the law.
Investigations
In the last ten years the numbers of investigations into assisted suicide have been low (152 cases referred
to CPS by police) with only 3 cases prosecuted. The involvement of the police in these matters can cause a
loss of confidence in police and criminal justice systems by those families involved who may be confused
and angry by the death and the subsequent intrusion of an investigation into the matter.
APP

APP is authorised by the College of Policing as the official source of professional practice on policing. Police
officers and staff are expected to have regard to APP in discharging their responsibilities. There may,
however, be circumstances when it is perfectly legitimate to deviate from APP, provided there is clear
rationale for doing so. Assisted suicide as a subject is mentioned in the APP relating to mental health.

APP benefits


Agreed approach by NCOCC in November 2019



Consistency of approach as in MH APP



Very low frequency event, high impact, high emotion incident



Support officers remain objective, fair and equitable in their approach



Remove ambiguity at scene, reduce negative impact on families



Create consistent approach of attending officers



Mitigate criticism of officer attendance



Provides first responders – clear supportive guidance and direction



What we expect officers to do, clarify unclear situation for them



Allow officers to discharge their duty best possible way giving due regard to emotive situation



20 000 new officers – new learning style, IT led learning



Support consistency of investigative approach

Other considerations to support colleagues


Mobility app – aide memoire

Implementation


APP



Roll out to forces – sponsor ACC crime



Consider options – app development, video box, aide memoire

Updated 7 July 2020

Following attendance at the solutions panel in May, the panel did not support a “lift and shift” of this work
into APP. The panel suggested “that the existing 2012 document is reviewed and is broken down and
targeted to the relevant audience (first responders/investigators/force policy). After this review the panel
would be provided with an update and consider the next steps.”
This review work has been completed and this proposal is resubmitted to rework this guidance document
in the following way :
Without changing the content, other than to update where necessary, the style of presenting the
information will change to bring it in line with other CoP products. The proposed style of presentation also
represents the new ways of working of all staff but in particular those on the front line, inputting and
accessing information electronically often remotely.
The proposal is to ensure the relevant information is available and accessible, that there is no unnecessary
duplication of information already available within the CoP APP/library, for example : coronial
procedures. It is proposed that this is a much shorter targeted version of the current document published
as APP. Where information already exists in APP this will be highlighted and relevant hyperlinks inserted.
The key information will be included alongside existing advice to suicide and bereavement, with cross
reference to the MCIM/APP on Homicide, and vice versa
Sections relating to actions required of the police, first responders, investigators etc will be reproduced as
Aide memoires for officers, easily accessible via mobile devices. The information will be focused on the
unique aspects of assisted suicide matters and not the obvious or ordinary replicated elsewhere such
primary investigation aide memoire.

West Midlands Police
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Solutions Panel 18th May 2020
1.

Identified Problems – Develop joint solutions by exploring full range of options to change behaviour.
Description of Problem/Idea

Lead

Outcome & Next Steps

(What is the outcome/change that needs to be achieve/What does success look like/Who is the target
audience and any background/rational for the request)

**Removed – outside scope of request***
Assisted Suicide APP
The current NPCC information for officers is ACPO guidance issued in 2012. This is currently NPCC
advice under the national NPCC Homicide working group (HWG). PCC Martin Underhill asked the
DPP to review the current law, and consider a change relating to assisted suicide. He also asked the
HWG to review the advice. The review by the HWG found that the 2012 advice remains relevant
however requires incorporating into APP as presented by DAC Stuart Cundy QPM to National Crime
Operations Coordination Committee (NCOCC) in November 2019. There will be no changes made to
the law.
In the last ten years the numbers of investigations into assisted suicide have been low (152 cases
referred to CPS by police) with only 3 cases prosecuted.
Other considerations to support colleagues -

Mobility app – aide memoire

**Redacted
under
s40(2)**

The panel asked for clarification of the problem and felt that
it wasn’t able to establish whether one existing because of
the low number of cases; and even lower prosecutions.
This needed balancing against existing priorities; as well as
recognising the role of the CPS and whether APP was the
right mechanism for awareness raising with frontline
officers.
The panel suggested that the existing 2012 document is
reviewed and is broken down and targeted to the relevant
audience (first responders/investigators/force policy). After
this review the panel would be provided with an update and
consider the next steps.

Implementation
•

APP

•

Roll out to forces – sponsor ACC crime

•

Consider options – app development, video box, aide memoire

Version 0.1
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