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Declaration on leaving the United Kingdom
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Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Wearing of Face Coverings in a Relevant Place and Restrictions: All Tiers) 

(England) (Amendment) Regulations 2021.

 The amendments come into force on 8 March 2021. 

 The amendments covered in this briefing are: 

• the requirement for a completed declaration form when leaving the United Kingdom

Other amendments and requirements covered by this legislation are contained in a separate briefing

Other national legislation still applies across England and should be viewed separately and are available on the 

Covid-19 Hub along with briefings for Wales and advice on PPE.

https://paas-s3-broker-prod-lon-6453d964-1d1a-432a-9260-5e0ba7d2fc51.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-03/covid-19-england-regs.pdf
https://beta.college.police.uk/guidance/covid-19
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Requirement: For those seeking to travel outside the UK to have with them a completed travel declaration form, 

giving the reason for leaving or being away from the place they are living.

 A person who is present at an embarkation* point for the purpose of travelling from there directly or indirectly to a 

destination outside the United Kingdom, must have with them a completed declaration form.

 The declaration form must be completed in full in the form published by the Secretary of State and detail the 

person’s:

 Where the person is travelling with a child or a person who lacks capacity in accordance with the Mental Capacity 

Act 2005 for whom they have responsibility they must present a declaration form for them.

 There are exceptions listed on page 4, for the full list see Schedule 4A of the Regulations.
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Requirements when leaving the United Kingdom

*Embarkation point is an international terminal or any other place in England from which a person may travel to a

destination outside the United Kingdom.

• name

• date of birth and nationality

• passport or travel document number

• home address

• destination

• reason for leaving or being outside of the place where they are living

• statement that the information is true

• date on which the declaration was completed

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-declaration-form-for-international-travel
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1374/schedule/4
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Persons exempt from the requirement to produce a completed declaration form on leaving 

the United Kingdom

There are many exemptions which can be found in Schedule 4A of the Regulations, these include but are not limited to a: 

 member of a diplomatic mission

 crown servant or government contractor or a member of a visiting force delivering essential defence work outside of the 

United Kingdom

 transit passenger*

 road haulage worker or road passenger transport worker

 specified worker who has travelled in the course of their work eg, seamen, pilots, crew, inspectors

 person involved in the repatriation of prisoners

*A transit passenger is one who, on arrival in the United Kingdom:

 passes through to another country or territory outside the common travel area without entering the United Kingdom

 enters the United Kingdom for the sole purpose of continuing a journey to a country or territory outside the common travel

area and:

• remains within their port of entry until their departure from England

• travels directly from their port of entry to another port of departure in England
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1374/schedule/4
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Policing role and offences

Enforcement

If an officer considers that a form is required by a person present at an embarkation point and the person is not exempt 

from the requirement to have a completed travel declaration form, the officer may: 

 direct the person to produce the completed declaration form

 if the person does not have a completed travel declaration form, direct them to complete a declaration form

If the person fails to produce the completed declaration form in compliance with a direction and does not complete the 

declaration when directed to do so, the officer may:

 direct the person to return to the place where they are living 

 direct the person to leave the embarkation point without leaving the United Kingdom

Travel declaration offences

 A person commits an offence if they:

• contravene the requirement to have a completed declaration form where required

• contravene a direction

• intentionally or recklessly provide false or misleading information

Fixed penalty notice

 Where officers reasonably believe that someone has committed a travel declaration offence they may issue a fixed 

penalty notice. The amount of the fixed penalty is £200.


