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The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Wearing of Face Coverings and 

Restrictions: All Tiers) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2021

8 March 2021

Elections and referendums
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Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Wearing of Face Coverings in a Relevant Place and Restrictions: All Tiers) 

(England) (Amendment) Regulations 2021.

 The amendments come into force on 8 March 2021. 

 The amendments covered in this briefing are: 

1. Reasonable excuse to leave home to participate in activity related to elections and referendums.

2. Exception to restrictions on gathering to participate in activity related to elections and referendums.

3. Requirement to wear face coverings in polling stations.

Other amendments and requirements covered by this legislation are contained in a separate briefing

Other national legislation still applies across England and should be viewed separately and are available on the 

Covid-19 Hub along with briefings for Wales and advice on PPE.

https://paas-s3-broker-prod-lon-6453d964-1d1a-432a-9260-5e0ba7d2fc51.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-03/covid-19-england-regs.pdf
https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/covid-19
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Leaving home: Exceptions for elections and referendums

It is a reasonable excuse for a person to leave or be outside of the place where they are living where it is 

reasonably necessary:

 to participate in the nomination of candidates in an election or petitioning in a referendum

 for the purpose of campaigning in an election or referendum

 for the purpose of observing voting, or the opening or counting of votes, in an election or referendum

A reasonable excuse already exists for a person to leave or be outside of home for the purposes of voting in 

an election or referendum.
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Note: The election or referendum must be held in accordance with provisions made by or under an Act. 
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Participating in gatherings: Exceptions for elections and referendums

It is an exception for a person to participate in a gathering if it is reasonably necessary for:

 the process of the nomination of candidates in an election or petitioning for a referendum and consists of no 

more than two people 

 campaigning where the gathering is reasonably necessary and:

• consists of no more than two people, and one of those is the campaigner 

• where the gathering takes place at a private dwelling, the campaigner remains, for the duration of the 

gathering:

a) outside the private dwelling

b) in an outdoor part of the private dwelling 

c) in a common part of the building of which the private dwelling forms a part

 the purposes of observing voting, or the opening or counting of votes, in an election or referendum
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Note: The election or referendum must be held in accordance with provisions made by or under an Act. 
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Face coverings

These regulations have made amendments to the requirements to wear face covering at premises used in 

relation to elections and referendums.

Relevant places where face coverings must be worn now include: 

 Premises which contain a polling station for an election or referendum which is held in accordance with 

provision made by or under an Act.

 Premises which are being used for the opening of postal votes or the counting of votes cast in an 

election or referendum which is held in accordance with provision made by or under an Act. 

Note: Employees or others providing a service in such premises are not exempt from the requirement to wear 

face coverings.
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Officers should exercise caution as the powers in this Regulation may not be exercised to prevent a voter 

who is otherwise entitled to vote in any such election or referendum from doing so.


